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basely stolen from an obscure young composer the music
of his opera, the Devin du Village. Acquainted with
all these calumnies, the public -which received the first
editions of the Confessions in 1788 did not decide that
Rousseau's belief that his self-styled old friends and the
society of Baron d'Holbach were his secret enemies and
traducers proved the author of Confessions a suspicious
maniac. But they held that these suspicions were justi-
fied by the behaviour of the very men he accused
immediately after his death.

Ginguen&sLettressur les " Confessions"published in
1791, represents the authoritative criticisms of the Second
Part of the Confessions by a writer who was able to
compare Rousseau's statements with facts personally
known to him. In the estimation of this competent critic
the author of the Confessions had shown extraordinary
moderation and had studiously respected the rule he laid
down for himself of saying, even of his enemies, all the
good he could, and only the evil he was compelled to
reveal in order to explain his own history,

Ginguen^ made it Ms task to show that no charge
made by Rousseau was founded upon mere suspicions,
but that in every case his statements were based upon
the facts of his own experience. And further, Ginguen^
proved that the persons the author of the Confessions
accused of traducing and persecuting him could in
every case be shown to have acted in the way he said,
and to have used even more malice than he was aware
of in their efforts to destroy his reputation. " Take
Voltaire/' wrote Ginguentl "Was Rousseau wrong
when he described him as a secret and vindictive enemy ?
Consider Voltaire's sentiments towards Rousseau,
expressed in different letters; consider his intimacy with
Jean Jacques' enemies, in Paris, in Geneva, in England;
consider what he is known to have said and written,
as well as all the writings attributed to him. How
could the fugitive and unfortunate author of JEmile fail
to regard him as an active and implacable enemy 1 In778.a distance, as a
